Year 5 Spring Term




Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome back to Year 5’s termly updates. Spring has sprung. Firstly, if you ever have any questions then please get in contact with us. I’d still like to think we’re friendly enough to approach either before or after school, and we will do our best to make time to see you as soon as we can. Below is an overview of the learning coming up during this term showing you the key curriculum information for this term. 

A few gently reminders
· Homework goes out on a Friday, and needs to be returned by the following Thursday.
· If your child requires help with homework, an adult is always available at break time and dinnertime every day. Just come and ask! 
· Remember that homework is very important; your child will need to do a lot of it at high school, so it is good for them to be prepared for this. 
· Please ensure that your child has a water bottle(s) to keep hydrated during the day.
· Please use and encourage your child to use their reading records.
· School reading books and diaries should be brought to school everyday.
· Spellings will be sent home on a Monday (after the spelling rule has been taught on Monday mornings) ready for the test on a Friday.
· PE is Wednesday and Friday so your child will need to wear their school PE kit. 


English 
In English, we will be reading and analysing quality texts to support our writing journeys. We will produce a variety of writing covering different genres using these texts as a stimulus. SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) will be incorporated into these lessons. Children will be told the writing outcomes at the beginning of a unit, then our writing journeys will develop the skills the children need to be able to write a quality piece independently by the end of the unit. Children will continue to develop confidence in the process of planning, drafting and editing their work before writing it up in their best write books. Our writing focus text will be Wonder by R J Palacio and the main writing outcome will be to write new event for story focus, with a focus on characterisation

For your child to achieve expected level at the end of Year 6 in their writing, they must be joining their handwriting. This is be practised at school and should be encouraged at home.

A spelling rule will be taught on a Monday then everyday children will get chance to practise their spellings which will follow this rule before having their test on a Friday. The new spellings will be sent home on the Monday after the spelling rule has been taught. 






Reading
Your child will be taking part in daily Whole Class Reading sessions (previously called Guided Reading) and will be reading and exploring a range of different texts and being taught a variety of reading skills. The texts explored will cover a wide range of genres, from non-fictions to poetry. 


Maths
The topics that will be covered in maths during this half of the spring term are:
· Fractions
· Multiplication and division 
· Decimals and percentages 
· Perimeter and area

Mental Arithmetic 
To support the key areas of reasoning and problem solving within maths, we will have a greater focus on mental arithmetic strategies. By having dedicated daily sessions – organised in a teaching session on a Monday introducing the focus area and efficient methods with 3 days of practise and ending in a short test on a Friday - your child will be given the opportunity to really develop and advance their mental arithmetic proficiency and confidence.

History and Geography
Our History unit will be focusing on Early Islamic Civilisation. Throughout the topic, the children will be developing a number of different skills as they look at how to use historical enquiry techniques to explore this ancient civilisation as historians. 
The Geography Unit we will be studying will focus around The Americas. We will look at the location of North and South America with particular geographical references; their countries; major cities; geographical features; and climate and biomes.

Science 

During this term, children will be learning about forces. Some of the key vocabulary we’ll be exploring is:
· Forces
· Gravity
· Weight
· Mass
· Resistance 

PE
PE will be led by our PE coach and will take place on a Wednesday and Friday afternoon. PE is a compulsory part of the curriculum. Please ensure you child attends school on these days wearing sports attire and that they are wearing no jewellery. 




PSHE 
The focus in PSHE will be based on the theme of “Dreams and Goals” followed up in the second half of the term by “Healthy me.” This will support children in appreciating how we approach our own dreams and goals, setting them and making them realistic and achievable, understanding our levels of commitment to this, understand our behaviours and the choices we make and the impact it has upon my physical and mental health.

Computing
This term the children will be focussing on databases: How data is collected, stored, organised and sorted through in efficient ways digitally. This unit looks at how a database can be used to organise data in records. Learners will use tools within a database to order and answer questions about data. They will create graphs and charts from their data to help solve problems. They will also use a real-life database to answer a question, and present their work to others.  

Music
Music in Spring term will continue to focus on singing as well as the history of music. Children will have the opportunities to rehearse, compose and perform music using their voices and instruments. 

Art and DT
In art this term, we will be introducing pupils to the technique of making monotypes and to enable them to use the technique to make artwork, which is poetic and fluid. We will be doing this using a range of materials and techniques. Within DT, we will be looking at electronic switches and how they work within a range of devices. This will then be used to develop, design and create their own contraption with a switch they have researched.

RE
Within RE we will continue to explore the teachings of different religions, with this term’s key questions being:
Why do Hindus want to be good?
How do Christians decide how to live: What Would Jesus Do?

French
In French in Spring term the children will be learning vocabulary focusing on body parts, illness and Epiphanies. The children will have the opportunity to develop their listening, speaking, reading, writing, phonology, grammar and intercultural awareness skills.

After a positive first term, where both the Pupils and I had a lot to learn, we are excited to continue to build on our previous learning, through scaffolding and challenging the children. We are looking forward to another successful term, and children are still enjoying and learning, and happy to be in school. If there are any concerns, please don’t hesitate to speak to either myself or Mrs Kirk, or any other member of staff. 
Thank you. 

Mr. Jenkins and Mrs Kirk.

